ft 

L 
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funk into difufe. This indeed Mofcs feems to have 
feared when he firft made it [/] : nor was his fear vain, 
the event proved. For in all the hirtory of the 
Kings ofllrae), which is written much more copioufiy 
than that of the Judges, there is no mention of the 
Sabbatical year, or, that which was connected with it, 
rhe year of Jubilee [£] ; which yet, 1 think, would fome- 
times happen, if every fuventh year the ttclds had their 
Sabbaths : and evei y fiftieth year, the lands which were 
fold, returned to their former owners, by new con- 
veyances. For thefe things arc fo remarkable, that they 
inn ft neeeflksily occafion fomc difputes, or for fome 
other reafou be worthy of an hiiturian's notice. And 
vet we find nothing related or them, but this alone, that 
they were neglected. Naboth, becaufe he would not 
part with his vineyard to the king, futFered the worit of 
pvmilhmeuts: and to fell it was forbidden by the 
law concerning the Jubilee year. Ifalah gricvoufly 
aecules the rich, that they laid boufe to houfi\ and field 
10 fold, and forced the citizens of inferior degree out 
of their country [/] ; which could not have been 
t one, if the land returned to the firft proprietor 
i very fiftieth year. To let Hebrew fervants free 
became fo little cuftomary, that when, under Zede- 
kiah, they were called to arnu in the kingdom* s dif- 



p] Lev. aim. 

[[k] Whether it was conoeCcd with the Sabbatical year, or 
ml reckoned into the forty ninth, will be dUcu&d in the follow- 
b| DuVerta.ion,] 
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here undoubtedly in the CQOJUfptiott Hiphil), as long 

as it lictb deflate^ itJJjall reft, baaufe it did not reft inyonr 
Sabbaths, ivbenye d:velt upon it. 

In tlu3 place then the author of the book of Chroni- 
cles [«] feems to have found the number of years of the 
B t>.bnim captivity : tor though he cites Jeremiah, 
who had foretold that the Jews would undergo a LXX 
years captivity; yet thee words, till it repays its 
Sabbaths, are not the words or Jeremiah, but of Mofcs, 
iron which the author of Chronicles makes the fame 
i umber of years which Jeremiah had more fully de- 
ilaied. Tdt tlx word of tlx Lord be fulfi l d by the 
pwpbii ykremiab % a>u/ the land Jhall have repaid l>er Sab- 
baths, all the days thai Jhe lay dc folate , Jbe rrjlcd tbreefcore 
and ten yean. The hiltorian then takes for granted, 
which was well known in his ti ne, that LXX Sab- 
batical years were neglected by the I racli es, which 
took up CCCCXG years or rathe:, computing the 
Jubilee years, which fuc^eded every feveoth Sabba- 
tical year, i: might be five hundred years. The be- 

rttti ngof the Babylonim cuptivity was, when Jehoiakim 
i irned away captive ; Irom whence, not Ironi the 
dcllruclion ot the cit\ , the feventy years are to Ic num- 
bered. It you count Irack from that captivity, and 
n Briber five ages, you will come to the time, near Saul's 
reign, when the Israelites, wear)- of the law, and 
; f mall obedience to Scmuai, the reft of the fields 
&tilf|j to have been nevkvted : fq pcH was the pouer 
tr obliinacy and cuftpm, tliat the ancient majclty and 

[«] 1 Chr. xxxvi. 21. 

3 Ycneration 
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veneration of this abrogated law never revived under 
the kings. 

After the end of the Babylonifh captivity, the 
honour and religion, no doubt, of the Sabbatical 
years returned, as we learn irom Jofephus, Antiq. xi. 
c. xu 8 But thefe things are well known, and un« 
worthy of repetition before you. 
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and of almoir. all our learned, which is fupportcd 
the authority of JotlphtK f J], and of moil oi riiz 
Rabh-esy and feconded by this rcafon, that the time of 
God's creating the world, was that when the trees were 
loaded with lruit t and confequently the foafon of Au- 
tumn. 

In '.he Journal da &e<rva*s y there is an extract froi?i 
a work of a Father of the Oratory {V], where it is 
proved that the Jews began their civil year, not m the 
month oi Manh % but in the month of September ; be- 
caufe, if the Jews ceafed to cultivate the land daring 
the Saiiatkd year, fuppofmg that they began to ceafe 
in the month of March., they would have two years 
without any ban eft; for they would be obliged to 
leave upon the land the corn which they h 'd lowed in 
the preceding September ; and, not naving fown in the 
month of September of the Sabbatical year, they would 
not have been able to gather in corn the Auguit fol- 
lowing. 

Bur, Sir, I find the C aire Jews are here of a dif- 
ferent fenriment from the Jewifh Rabbics ; they pre- 
tend that the time of the creation u as m the fprhtg t 
and 'maintain, that the diiHnCtion of the Chit year 
from the Sacred is only a fpeculadon of the RabbL *, 
which has np foundation in Scripture, Even the au- 
thors of the Gemmz fix the creation at the month of 
Niftin^ as we may fee in divers placet or the Hijlmy of 
tbt Jesus, ly 24r,Bqfnage< It is likewifc the opinion 

\h] L. i. C 3. AniJq. And yet he faics, 1. iii. 10. that Nijg* 
it the month in which the year teglm. 

r*-] Ten, i. p. 126 
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,of fome Chronologies [d\ which has been followed 
very lately by father Bonjnur [r] ; according to which 
computation the world was fininScd the it&6tAf?ik 
and this opinion has not appeared deilituie ot realon, 
nor authority. 

For as J* Capprflus [/] obferves, does \i not appear 
more probable, that the world was crer'ed at the time 
when all nature is renewed, and defined for the 
generation and prefervation ot all things, than in that 
liafon when they begin to decay ? It is true, it tlrc 
creation .of the world the trees were loaded with fruits, 
becaufe the firit creatures were at once produced in 
their perfect flare ; but is it lurpri&mg, that there w ere 
fruits in ihe garden of Eden, in a fcafou when they 
were to offer to God the firli fruits of the earth in Juka: 
vfebich feafon is called the time of harveft, when Jofe- 
phus faies [g] y that the fields were nn'tred vM tor* 
which mi wvj ripet See Levtt, xxiii. Jot iii. |£« 
and to, n,i2. What is more, who will prefume to 
fay, that the fiilt fruits, prod need immediately by the 
hand ot God, and which was to be the principal 
nourifhment ot men in the irate ot innocuiee, would 
Dot remain longer uj>on earth than thofe that were 
jaifed flowly afterwards by the culture of men ? The 
fertilise and the flowers, winch make the delight of the 
fpiing, uoujd not they raite wi'h the (infits an agTQCr 

\d\ Src the learned tmg> dt an-ih Ckr'fi, Li. c. to. p. 
and I. IL c. 2. pi 245. ffiibutan. Chiu&tfl. S. I. i. pjr, ii. p. 55* 
[c] BiiLCfolj-e, t. xv, 1*4, &c, 
[/J See his GbfiTv, on Gen. i. 14, 
\X J Aat ci. L v f e i.k \* 
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beginning of the natural year, nor for the beginning of 
the world, where there was no fowing which preceded 
the harveft. The beginning of the Sabbatical year 
anfwers to that of the year of Jubilee, which ftiould be 
fixed, not at the commencement, but in the middle of 
the natural year. It is faid, that /even vie f hi of years 
fhoulJ Jh reckoned^ which make forty *m ne years ; and that 
on the tenth dtyof the feventh month the trumpet JI;onid be 
founded, ana* tbtyjlinuld celebrate the fiftieth year. Levity 
xi. 9, iQ* The beginning of the year of Jubilee thea 
was not the fame with that of the natural year, ac- 
cording to the opinion of thofe who begin the latter 
at the month 6t ■ Tifri ; as they begin it, not at' the tenth, 
but the firfi day of the month. The year of Jubilee 
ought to be precifely the feventh Sabbatical year, the 
laft of the feven weeks of years to be reckoned, and 
confe<]uently the forty- niu'h, as Scnliger, Father Te- 
tavius, Calvifius, Gerard, Spanheim ; and not the fifti- 
eth, as pretended by Bonfrere, Cremtzhenius, Bit- 
chokarus, [k] Corneille de la Pierre, and Willet [/], 
as wal :\?. Men\ Bi-ker [m] and Jurieu following 
Maimonides ; for otherwise there would be two years of 
rert, the one following the other, the Sabbatical year, and 
the year of Jubilee — Thus would the Jews have been 
Hill more uncafy than they are reprefenied to be in the 
Words i f Lcnttcus, xxv. 20, what Jhali we eat (not, as it 
is rendered, the fiventhyeai % if we neither jaw nor gattxr 
in our uitnafi) but, if we fow not, and if we gather Mt tht 

[k] Calvifius, Ifagog. Chron. c. xxir» p. 153. 

[I] Synopfi?Cfitlcor t 

[m] FUft, des Ouvrages des Savans, July 1708. a. fife 
[*] Hul. <*c» Dogmcs, par* H t c. %i. p* 3^8* 

I 2 fivenih 
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whence it appears, that the years for which God 
promife* to provide, ver. 2i, are not comprehended 
in the two following yean of reir, as M. Jurieu con- 
tends, p. 359; but that they were, t. the preceding 
year of harvetl ; 2. the Sabbatical year, with which 
that of Jubilee correfponds ; and, 3. the year which 
followed, tiil the time of the enfuing harveit. 

The authority of the Rabbics, which they brin^ in 
oppoiition to this, is of no great weight; as Mr. Jurieu 
acknowledges [<?] often in his work ; and it is fo much 
the lets here, becaufe he owns himfelri that (fur the 
return from the captivity the Jewi ohalijhcd it* We may 
even oppofe to thefe modern Rabbics the Calendar 
of Rab. Adda, drawn up at the time of Conftaa- 
tine [p]. If the Jubilee was not obferved in the feventh* 
year of the feventh week, the number seyek, which 
we mall fee prcfently vvas retained in the great folem- 
nitiea, would not have been obferved, as Fetaviu3 re- 
mark^/]. Laftly, ii there were two years of icfc 
following one another, they would not have (own and 
gathered-in fix veins one after another alter the Jubilee, 
from one Sabbatical year to another, as it is ordain- 
ed [r] 9 or the order of the Sabbatical years would have 
been interrupted ; which is contrary to the calculation* 
of the Jews, in the ftrit book oi Maccabees [/], and to 

r,]P. 36 1. 

[• J Calv.f, Ifagog. Chr. xxv. p, 15^ 
[fj JJoArin. icmp. K u, c, 17, 
[' j Lev. xxv. 2. 
[t] 1 Mac, w, c. id 49. 

that 
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time when the Ifraclites began to cultivate the land of 
Canaan ; which had not a Jubilee betore it ; thus they 
could not rcier to a preceding Jubilee in this firlfc 
computation: which has made Languish/] and Wkfc- 
man[<u>] place the full Jubilee in the fiftieth y ar, 
from the time when the Ifraelite* began to cultivate the 
land of Canaan, and the other Jubilees alio in the 
jiitieth year, containing the Jubilee preceding." 

I add to all this, th.tt he contradicts himielf, when 
he faies that the EccWiafHcal year was that upon 
which they regulated all their Iblcmnities ; ind yet 
fixes the epoch of the folemnitics of the Sabbarical 
yeac and the year of Jubilee by the civil year, and not 
by the ecclefiaftical. 

§ IV. This diftincYton of the Ckvl and Foi-futficnl 
year does not feem in reality to agree wiih the Scrip- 
tures, in which the month Nifan is always called the 
f.rfl month, and never the feventh ; and that of Ttfri it . 
always called the feventh, and never the firft. It is 
likewife very certain, that molt or the (acred ceremo- 
nies of the Jews relate to the creation of the world; 
and that it is in this view that the number Jk'en is 
always found in fo diftinguilhed a maimer, not only 
in the celebration ot the A - . but alio fot 

f<vcn Jaysy which thclblemn leatl* tailed ; in thefevm 
weeks of the interval between the PaHover and Pfn;c- 
coftj in the folemnitics or the tcait of piopiri. 

[u] Dc ann. Chrirt. L i. c. xi. p. 1 39. 
Chrvn. & 1. i. far. i. p. 19. 



64 ON THE YEAR OF JUBILEE. 



for feven months; and the feait of Tabernacles, 
which is called the folemn fcafl: of frvtn months, 
2 Chron. v* 3* ; in that of the firft day of the feventh 
month [x]; in the era of the Sabbatical year, and of 
the Jubilee, which we have proved to be fixed to it; 
in the reckoning feven years to the Sabhatical yea^ 
and leven times feven years tor that of the Jubilee, 
The fame thin 4 appears in the number of victims, 
: cred in iacrifiee, Gen, xxt. 28. Numb, xxiii. 1, 
h jdii. 8.' I Chron, xv. 26. z Chron. xxix* 2t,j 
•n the (printing, which they did for feven times [y ]. 
Add ro this, the feven days preferibed to the Unclean 
anu to the Leprous after their purification, Numb, xijf. 
r. 14. t(\ raid to the facriJiccs after their eonfecta- 
a\ [v.]. This diftintiion of the number feven, ob- 
rrca* by f he iiraelites on all theJe occalions and in 
any others made Cenforinus fay, tfxtt in the 
ihnlng a} 4ayi y tbt Jfrarlim were ftrongh ailaefxd, 
y- .»h;r fcveu ; and I'hilo, that Mojis bad engraved 
itb< ficta on tvi beartl of bis peopL\ and of all tkeit> 
tfmp* h pilled from the Jews to the lit-athens, 
ho thought the number fivat was the number oi\ 
Hi L Yon which we may confult Clemens AUx^ 
nh itats and Eftji'&iu*, who pi al ee upon this fubjeft 
<iher,e poiiligca of H-fuJ^ //swat, LixuS) and Caiii- 

£v] hst f xxili. 24* Numb. xxix. f, 

I . N\.n r. xm. 4. Lev. iv, 6, it, xlv, 7, 16. 5c, 

Mvu 14. 

[*] Lr*. a!v. 7. 23. viii. 35. 

(yj 2 Kin^ iv. 35» v.u. Jnf. irli. 4. 
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awffot. We know likewife that the Pythagoreans 
were attached ftrongly to thirf number, and that they 
derived the word iV-i, which fignifies /vm, from 
vnriiv and ifnrU, which figtiify vtntrable and fine*?. 
1 com hide from all this, that, fince it appears by Ah 
•on of the number feven, which is obfemble 
in ,.imoif. all the ceremonies of the Jews in memory of 
the feven days of the creation, that it is to the creation 
of the world that molt part of thefe ceremonies refer ; 
:md fo there is no probability that God would ghe to 
the teebjiaftkd year (which was to regular the divine 
wortoip and the ceremonies that were obfaved in it) 
any other epoch, but that of rhe creation of the world. 
Tbej lav, that this epoch of the ealcfitjlkal year 
td to the month of Nf Lin > m mcinor >' of^tc de- 
ed Thi people of God out of Egypt But, if we 
attend to it, we mufl acknowledge that the deliverance 
of ihc people of God out of Egypt was only at the 
month of A .>v, becaufe it was at the time of the crea- 
tion of the world. 

We take in a wron£ fenfe the words of Mofcs[4]> 
when we trantlate, This month mall be unto yon the k- 
ginning of mentis: it thall be the fifl month of thytar 
untt ym* The verb fahfiantkx is not exprefTed in the 
Hebrew, and it is noorc natural to unJerlhnd it fas 
in diverfe other [e ] places) in the frejent tenje, than the 
futm. We need not go beyond this book, or even 
chapter, to h\id examples of it. We mufl tranftote 
then as the LXX do: M nonth is ihz burning of 

[I] I*0<J. *jl 2. 

[:\ Sec Ectft It**?. IJj '4* '7' Xl *- 4*^ 
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tfee name of the month which anfwers to our Stptcmkr ; 
pretending, that the name which fignities tie ancients 
tfl given to this months becaufe it is the firft ot all the 
months. For this word fig nines rather flrong, robufiy 
as Buxtmf and Cocctlxs expound it ; and according to 
Tome interpreters, tiiis month is fo edled, becnufe we 
<jatlter in it what renders men ftrong* It is called, not 
the firft ^ but the Jhenth month, in the place where 
it is called Etbanaim, 1 K ings viii, 2. 

§ V. But it is faid, docs it not evidently appear, 
that Mofcs appointed a new epoch, and a new way ot 
ci Minting the months, particularly for the IfraeKrcs, 
when he does not fimply fay, this is the month, but it is 
to m toe firft month? Paulus Burgcnfis [/] faies, that 
h there is here a new epoch eikblifbed among 
the Hebrews, it does not follow that there was an- 
other before fixed among them, tlnce they counted not 
their months nor their years from a -certain fixed 
epochs, but oaly by the lives of their Patriarch. \\ hich 
i kidegger contradicts [4], who faies [/], at the aid if the 
,4ry( of' corn he made his offerings undemanding after 
Rabble, (as do K- s '« • :::id loir.o ether.-, whom Mr. 
Martin follows in his Notes) by the end eft.be days the 
t nd of the year. But it is much better tranflated, as 
it is in our Verfion, U precef* of time, For there is" no 
trance that he fpeaks of the end ot the year, 
iince nothing precedes that has relation to any year. 



1 1] Kiit Patriarch, tier, c, xii. 
f i] Gen. iv. 3. 

K 2 
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Betides Monf. Gouflct [™] obfcrves, that it would h., 
been too late to offer the fruits ot the earth in Septem- 
ber, becauie, we fee afterwards the law undoubtedly 
prefenbes the pffermg ot the firft truits more than tour 
wombs earlier. 

We might oppofe to Patdus Bttrgtnfo the com- 
putation Which Motes makes [n] of xhzfecond months 
the decreafe of it from the fcwntctnth day of the fcccntb 
rnsntby and the end on the fir ft day of the fir it month 
of the following year. Upon which we need not fry* 
that the fieond ntonthi when the flood commenced, 
IhnuU ;i:iiv,\ t to our aiuumn ; Uv:. then the rains 
are moft frequent. But why ford! we not rather fay, 
with Father Hardouin, Chronoh Vet. Tcft. p. 5x8- 
that becaufe God, willing the better to make them 
comprehend that it was hi* work, made It rain out of 
courfe in fpring? Mofcs make* it underitood that the 
flood was altogether miraculous when he fries [*], 
the fountain* of the gicat deep v rrc broken itp y ami tht 
winders cf heaven were opened? And yet we may nb- 
ferve by the bye, this remark of Father Harden n does 
agree very well with what he advances, viz; that it had 
never rained before the flood : fur had this t een the 
cafe, the flood mult have been out of courfr wnen- 
foever it was. 

But at bottom, Father Hardouin agrees here with 
the learned [/»] Ja:nc$ Scbeiichzcrm 9 the famous Fro- 

f»] Com. L. "Ebr, p. 3 14* K. 
[»] G'.x vj x. It, viii. 4, 5, 13. 
[c] Gen. vii, 1 1, 12* 

1^] Htriar. DLi*v, 10 the M< Oil, 1710. p-45r* 
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feflbr at Zurich, who^ computing the time of the flood, 
iaies, that Noah mtmntd in the Ark about a year after 
the month of May, k*» ti> the fame mntb </ &e fiiU ^ng 
sear. Langius has confirmed this taiment by the 
archives of the Chaldeans, which Mar^a , and after 
him Afydenm and Psfyl>$*r % tart* produced. Indeed 
it is the conftant ftyle of Mofes, to call Nifan always 
the firjt month, and that which follows U $tf(#ma\ 
Thus dry nets of iht earth, upon the firft day ot the 
firrt month, which opened a way for the re-dtoblifh- 
nunt of a new world. ar.hvcrs to the time of the crea- 
tion of the firft. It is that ttkewife which anfaers to 
the Ifracluc* going out 01 Egypt, Rtid» as Langius 
proves [r], their entering inro the land of Canaan ; 
which appears evidently by Jolhua, v. 10, 11 ; God 
having thus affigned the fame time for thefe great 
events, that they might have them all together betore 
their eyes in ail the worfhip which was prefcribed to 
them. Jt is alto in this view th i: he mentions in the 
Decalogue, the deliverance from EgVptj and the crea- 
tion of the world. It is then apparently foi this re3- 
fon, that Mofes espre&s hltnlelf in ti*ie tern:,, thU 
month h the beginning of months. 

It is obfervablc, that the Author [i] of the firfl boo* 
of Maccabees reckoning according td the manner of 
die Jews, ct-mmemes the year with the month Ntflm 

[ 7 ] De ana. CUrifii, I c. t. p. ^4 £ « 

[r] Pc ann. Chrffti, !- i. c. 1 1. p. 141, Wkhraaa. Chron. S. 
I. p|£. 3i p. 57. 

{,] Ubbo Emmius rer. Chron. 1. 1. \>. 1Z. Nouv, « la rep. dts 
Lett, t. U p. J*. I Mac. ix. « y ct 54. v 
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equally applied to the two Equinoxes ; became the ftm 
palfes from one hemifphere to the other [/]• 

Whence comes it then, the) - will fay, that Jefephus 
and the Chaldee Paraphrafl: affirm fo positively, that 
Mi vfcs, in eilablilhing the month of Ni fan, the epoch 
ot the year for facrcd ceremonies, does not appoint any 
change for that which concerns the civil affairs ? We 
may anfwer that thefe authors fpeak in this manner, 
becaufe they found in their time the ufage eftablifhed 
to begin the year in Autumn for affairs purely civil ; 
which w:is introduced at the time of Sckuats Nicator t 
one of the Sueccflors of Alexander, who, being mailer 
of all Afia, ordered the people who were fubjed to 
him, to follow the Macedonian era, afterwards called 
the era of Seteuafa, which began the year at the 
Equinox of Autumn [g] ; to which the Jews were 
obliged to fubmit in their civil affairs, though they al- 
ways retained their ancient epoch in regard to their 
faered ceremonies 

* It is this ancient epoch, which is followed by the 
author of the firil book of Maccabees ; whereas that 
ot the fecond book follows the new It is that 
which makes Jofephus and the other jewilh doctors 
believe through ignorance, or would make believe 
through vanity, that this ufage was eftabliftied among 

[f] Set Chron* 5* 1. i. pir, ii. p, 57. 1 ChwjL mj. % Cbrrt, 
43. and xxxvi. 10, 

[g] Uhbo Emiiiiu*, rer* Chron. I. u p. i*. and 14* tan E de 
tnais Chrifti, c.xviu p, 33*, Caivif, lftpg Chi, s, U. p> 90- 

and c. xH* p- 1^9* 
(*J Cahif, ibid, cixvi, p, 156, 
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them from the time of Mofes, in the fame manner thtt 
they give to this legiflator feveral cuftoms which were 
not invented till long after him. We 'fee in St thus 
Cahifius C#]i with regard to the Arabians and the 
Aftronorners, a conjecture very near that which we 
propofe concerning Jofephus and the Jewifh doctors. 

We may add to this conjecture, that of Wnhman [I], 
namely, that the Jews were more willingly inclined to 
iix their epoch for affairs purely civil in autumn, be- 
caufe it was that of the Sabbatical and JtMe years, to 
which they were obliged to have regard in all their con- 
tracts of buying and felling. 

§ VIII. If it is objected to me, that Buxtorf [/] re- 
lates at length the celebration at the beginning of the 
year, which the Jews folemnize the firft day of 
fSfrit conformably to the order which they received 
iVom God himfclf [m] ; 1 anfwer, that it is true ; God 
commanded them to keq) the firft clay ot Ttfii holy, 
but not becaufe it was the firft day of the year; b'Jt 
rather, as we have already obferved, and as the legifla- 
tor himfrlf explains it, becaufe it was the firft day of 
the feventh month. If it was fo, fome one will perhaps 
fay, God would not have commanded to keep holy 
the fu it day ot the year, the anniverfary ot the creation 
of the world. I anfwer in the frfi place, that God 
would that they mould celebrate not the firll day of the 
creation, but the feventh, upon which lleing his work \ 

\i] lfagog. Chron. c. xliii. p. it 5. 
\k] Chron. S. 1. i. par. ii. p. 5$. 
f.J Synsg. Jud- c xxiii. and x^iv. 
[<*] Lev. x\iii, 24. Numb, xxa, h 
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flniihed, he bteflfed it ; it was aHb that, is we hate fcert, 
to which referred the foiemnities of the feventh day 
of the week, the day following the feven weeks, the 
feventh month of the feventh year, and of the feventh 
week of years. 

I anfwer in the fiend place, that the command to 
keep holy the beginning of the months, chiefly con- 
cerns the firft of all the months ; which is the reafbn 
why that command precedes immediately that of the 
folemnity of the PafTover [*], It is likewife particu- 
larly the folenmity or the firft day of the firft month, 
which is recommended by Afaph, in thefe words [0] : 
I}Io<:v ttp tlx trumpet in the nrw moon: in the time ap- 
pointed on our folemn feajl-aay. Spencer [p] proves that 
is the beginning of the firft month, becaufe new moons 
of the other months are never called, as thefe, the fo« 
kmnitia, or tbefoicmnfiajls. M. tie Muis underftands ir, 
after the Chakiee Paraphraft, of the month of Tifri ; but 
it is rather that of JV§fet, which they began, without 
doubt, in preparing themfelves for a preparation of the 
Pajjwcr ; iince upon the tenth day, they were to fet 
apart the lambs [0] which were to be killed for that 
purpofe. The Pfalmift explains himfelf, when he faies, 
for ourfiaflday ; that is for the PaiTover, as appears by 
the following verfes, where the deliverance out *f 
Egypt from Egyptian flavery is particularly fpoken of* 

[*] Numb, xxviii. u. 
[0] Pi. hxxl 4. 

|>] Dc Ug. Heb. 1. iii. c. 1. Dif. Iv. $ y 
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